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118 S. Howard Street, Syscan 
June 23, 1896 


To Manger of the Mint in Philadelphia 
Dear Sir 


I do not know your name or address, I went to Virginia about two years after the war to 
take charge of our farm of 525 acres and our farm of 900 acres and a gold mine on the 900 acre 
farm I was then over 2 years before before I found the big 14 foot quarts vane. Then I repaired 
old mill on wilderness crick put in new stamps new sleaking table repaired the claim that was 
broke and then went to mining in a small way. I worked the men in mine in the day time and 2 
men in the night time. The men at the mine would take out ore parter than it was sent through the 
mill day time could not run only through the day for want of water. I would get about 31 Dollars 
worth of gold per day with our man same as I would get 3 or 4 hundred dollars of gold I would 
melt and run it into a base and take most of the gold to the bank at Fredericksburg and draw 
money on it for my were they would send gold to the mint 2 men came to the mint on day and 
wanted to see the mine they went down into the shaft 42 feet that was deep as I could go on 
account of water. They measured the 14 foot vain and took out some of the ore and pounded it up 
and panned it out. It showed a good quantity of gold. Then they wanted to go and see the mill 
and they stayed until I cleaned up and weighted the gold shunting said they wanted to buy that 
900 acre farm and everything on it. I told them to make a liberal offer and I would send it to the 
owner in New York and get an answer back in about 2 days. They made the offer in writing sixty 
thousand dollars for the 900 acre farm and everything on it 30 thousand dollars and the other 30 
thousand dollars in three months. I sent the offer to owner in New York, he wrote me back that 
he lost a big amount money running a silver mine in Colorado and was all busted up and had 
made a assignment Virginia property with the set of this property and could not sell at the 
present time. Then he directed me to tell those 2 men that the farm and mine was not for sale and 
to stop mining run through the mill what ore should out- and cover up the mine well as I could. 
He thought we could sell with his creditors after a time and up that Virginia property I did all as 
he told me. He owes me over 1700 dollars. I don’t think I will get my pay unless I can get it from 
you other some than from Mr. J.B. Brownhill. I would like to mention 2 men in New York that I 
showed the mine and well to and tell them or than permits all about the Virginia Mining property 
which should be of great worth for mining and to know I do not know those mens’ names. I 
understand they were from Philadelphia. Please excuse me writing this long letter. Please answer 
it soon send answer to 118 S. Howard Street 


Yours Truly 
Daniel Stewart 


